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November 19, 2007
Hon. John Les
Minister of Public Safety and

 Solicitor General

Room 236

Parliament Buildings

Victoria BC  V8V 1X4

Dear Minister:
Re: the urgent need for funding on the Highway of Tears project

We write to draw your attention to the pressing need for funding and support to initiatives that would increase the safety of women and provide support to the families of Victims of the women who have been killed on Highway 16, now known as the Highway of Tears.

As you know the RCMP recently doubled the numbers of missing or murdered women cases in the Highway of Tears investigation.  As this announcement marks 19 months since the launch of this important investigation, We believe it is paramount we show continued support to the families, and respect for the victims in this case, by answering their call for immediate funding to key resources on the file.   

We would like to request that the Government of B.C. immediately provide full funding for the following:

A) the existing coordinator position for the Highway of Tears Project; to guarantee resources are there to ensure the longevity of the position;

B) the full set of recommendations as listed by the Highway of Tears Symposium (including a second coordinator position for the Project); and

C) the additional position of an event coordinator as recommended by Carrier-Sekani Family Services to properly distribute the workload that needs to be done to coordinate the recommendations. 
 

The Government's lack of support is having a devastating effect on the Highway of Tears project.  The Highway of Tears has not disappeared, and neither should the Government funding.
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The majority of young women missing or murdered in this investigation are First Nations. We believe that through supporting these key positions and adding additional resources to the file, it would prove symbolic of the New Relationship of trust your government has committed to with First Nations communities.

  
It’s time that we take back the Highway before another family grieves the loss of a daughter.
 
We look forward to your timely response on this important request. 
Sincerely,







Sincerely,
Gary Coons, MLA
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